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Trusted voice of independent experts



Trustees of Nuclear support media-
training experts to shape the narrative and 
combat misinformation when nuclear is in 
the news.

• Trusted, independent voice

• Meeting the need for a diverse set of 
media-trained nuclear experts

• Prepared for a wide range of events







• Equip experts with 

proven messaging 

techniques 

• In-studio experience 

and feedback to hone 

delivery

• Crisis event scenarios

• “Take home” recordings 

for later viewing 

Media Training Workshops:



Media Training Workshop in November 2022 at the 2022 ANS Winter Meeting



Media Training Workshop in November 2022 at the 2022 ANS Winter Meeting



Media Training Workshop in June 2023 at the 2023 ANS Annual Meeting



Media Training Workshop in June 2023 at the 2023 ANS Annual Meeting





DOE's Consent-based Siting for 

Interim Storage Program:
DE-FOA-0002575

American Nuclear Society 
Partnership for 
Asset-Based Collaboration

Photo Credit: San Onofre 



ANS joins the South Carolina Universities Research 

and Education Foundation (SCUREF) to work with 

four Minority Serving Institutions to identify stakeholder 

strengths and expectations for nuclear materials 

management and resource needs to improve the 

country’s outlook for nuclear waste solutions. 

Consortium:
Founded in 1954, professional society of 

10,000 nuclear science and technology 

professionals and university students 

Thirty-five-year-old consortium 

supporting workforce development in 

STEM fields with extensive project 

management experience 

Committed to becoming the largest 

university serving Native 

American/Indigenous communities

Serving Hispanic American and rural 

communities; host of the only nuclear 

engineering program at a predominantly 

Hispanic-serving university

Historically black, land-grant university 

serving African American and rural 

communities; host of the only nuclear 

engineering program at a historically 

black university 

Harlem-based college serving a diverse 

urban community



Areas of Engagement

• Asset mapping allows the ANS 
partners to assess by geography and 
by constituent groups. 

• Asset-Based Collaboration provides 
participatory appraisals in an iterative 
process to tackle the definition of a 
consent-based process for the siting of 
consolidated interim storage

• Letters of Support for ANS proposal 
(left) showcase examples of labor, 
professional, tribal, and faith-based 
communities and civic organizations



Local Section ideas

• In-person and Virtual Events, featuring nuclear AND non-nuclear speakers

• Invite media and elected officials!

• Brownie deficit 

• Letters to the Editors and OpEds in local newspapers 

• Letters to decisionmakers (offer expert analysis if x action is taken or not)



Insert nuclear into the local news cycle

Letters to the Editor

• Responses to previous OpEds or news stories 

• Sharp, 150 words or less

Opinion Editorials (OpEds)

• Proactive

• Longer, 700-750 words in length 

Look to ANS “National” for guidance on tone, word choice, stance, etc.:

• Position Statements -- ANS / Public Policy

• Letters and Comments -- ANS / Public Policy

• Press Releases: Media -- ANS / About ANS

• ANS OpEds and Letters to the Editor (right)

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/submit-a-letter-to-the-editor
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/our-journalism-explained/letters-op-eds
https://www.ans.org/policy/statements/
https://www.ans.org/policy/letters/
https://www.ans.org/media/


Commenting at state agencies, ISOs, etc. 



Offer your technical expertise!

• Speak as yourself

• Use your credentials 

• Nuclear engineer, member of ANS, etc.

• Avoid speculation

• Give facts 

• Avoid jargon 

• OK to “follow up”

• Point media to credible sources:

• ANS

• Regulators

• IAEA

• UNFCC 



• Emotions > logic 

• Perception is reality 

• Success comes from positivity 

• Third parties translate into higher credibility

• Americans love storytellers, be compelling!

• Energy density = big nuclear is actually small: 

• For the environment, keep Indian Point open – New York Daily 

News (nydailynews.com)

• End the War on Nuclear Power—Start with Radiation 

(powermag.com)

Out-green the anti-nukes

Campaigning for Clean Air

•  Support nuclear while simply sitting at your computer

•  Support nuclear n public, using the same techniques as 

professional speakers and communicators

•  Speak at a public hearing or be invited to speak to a legislative 

committee

•  Learn how to deal with your own emotions 

•  Find other nuclear supporters and have fun together

https://myaccount.ans.org/s/product-details?id=a1B5f000003nRjjEAE
https://www.nydailynews.com/2020/11/30/for-the-environment-keep-indian-point-open/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2020/11/30/for-the-environment-keep-indian-point-open/
https://www.powermag.com/end-the-war-on-nuclear-power-start-with-radiation/
https://www.powermag.com/end-the-war-on-nuclear-power-start-with-radiation/
https://myaccount.ans.org/s/product-details?id=a1B5f000003nRjjEAE


ANS Social Media in Post-Twitter:
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Showcase Pages

• New dedicated pages for ANS Topical Meetings

• Organizer-run with ANS admin oversight



THANK YOU

Andrew Smith

asmith@ans.org

www.ans.org
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